B/ 1§ iugust 1967

Mr. m Brown,
Audit House,
Eastoote,

Ruislip, Middlesex.

Dear Mr. Browm,

ltmpuofmumammcsoqucmatmthm
this morning. As a basis for further discussion, I am sending & bateh

of papers direct to My, Wickem. 1 shall comment on them in turm.
maire on Household Hesources and Soeial

(i) fhe Freliminary Cuestionns
Problems in the U.X. This say seem very long but in praciice the
interview starts on page 4 snd there are & number of quesiions which can
only be put to certain kinds of people. e recognise that adjusiments
will have to be made, both before and after piloting. Since our
conversation this morning I have looked at the possibilities of dividing
the questiomnaire into four quarters. This is mot quite as straightforward
a8 we all sasumed, beczuse most of the guestions on pages 4 - 9 on
household composition wiil have to be collected in all four quarters, and
beesuse questions in the sections on wages,(pages 15 = 16) end disability
?.7 ~ 19) depend to some extent on some of the questions on employment
pages 10 - 14). No doubt it would be possible to pursue some such
grouping as (a) pages 4 - 9, Fatuerless Families page 8, Housing page 9
and Inmigrants page 203 (b) pages 4 - 9 and Employment zm 17 - 19)
20) pages 4 - 9 and Wages (15 ~ 16)3 and (d) pages 4 - 9 and Dissbility
pages 17 - 19). But some interviewing time will be “wasted" because
certain questions will have to be repeated in all four quarters and
gertain kinds of cross-tsbulations im anslysis will of course not be
“feasible. Ny guess is that it might be possible by dividing up the
questionnaire to reduce the interview to about 10 « 15 minutes on average
in duration. On the cther hand, it mey be more economical and more
efficient $o undertake a completely independent sereening survey, using
those of your interviewers who can best handle the delicate questions on
marital status and disability.
snnaire. This gives part of the

(11) pmnen tary on Urellalinsay Jues ki .
background and some of the calculations about the minority groups.
However, since this document was prepared we have revised the ecalculations
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and also added o tenth minorily -~ single wemen and their aepenﬂautso
‘The attached sheet gives our latest deet estimate of the numbers we azpost
‘to derive from a "seroened” sample. If you were to undertake an
indopendent survey of some kind it might bo a good Ldea to arvange this
in two stages, for oxample, 1,000 interviews in stage 1l in a fow argas s
fow weeks before another 6,000 or 7,000 intexviews in siage 2. It ia
asfrionly to know how much "overlsp® there may be among diffevent graupa
of houssholds: We have predicted 2,400 for stage 2 from information about
8,080 households (thongh the lowecammers in Group 9 might be redused by
modifying the defimition). Tho information from a prelimimary 1,000
intervievs might be useful, howaver, in controlling the size of the total
scroening sample and hence the exaot numbers loft for stage 2, You might
~ also like %o bear in mind tho possibility that if ocur own random survey of
3,000 can be started before your own suxvey it will also bagin to produse
ugeful information for controlling the seale of the smeuing operation.

(111) w_ rIovn ana LONgLh oL JRGePviey

justifying our belief hat at the second atege we may need to. undexkake
two interviews inatead of ene to complete our income schedules and that
leng intervicws mey be nccessary in secme complex hmatm).as.

camplexity ag the questie:maire we are now prepering fer the aecoaa staee
of the poverty praéeotg though the subject matbter is cemevhat differents
This guostionrzaire er old people was worked out in 1962 with the Govormment
Soois) Survey and was administered by them. The interview took an average
of one hour to complete.

You mey need other kinds of information. We have a small ¢eam of two
Research Officers, a Rescarch Aspistant and an Administrative Research
Secretary, a9 well ap others who are associated with the projeot. Two of
the drafts on eur pilot work have heen completed, and two others will be
oompleted during Septembers It io hoped that these will be publiched
during the next wiater and spring, as also a few metho&nlogtml papers
whioch we have preparsd, The publication The Poor and the Poorest by Brian
AbeleSmith and myself gives a goed indieation et‘ the seope and nature of
the present inquiry.

Our Advisory Group eonsists of Professor Richard Titmuse (ehaimgg
Miss Jean Rowntree and lr. Ford Longman (Joseph Rowntree Memoxial Trugt
Professor David Narch (University of Nottingham)s Mr. J.L. Nicholson
(Central Statistical 0ffice); Jir Donald Sargent (Miniatry of Sooial
Seourity); Professor John Yudkin (GQueen Elizaboth Golloge) and ourselves,

Originglly we refeived & grant from the Rowntree Trust to (1) underdake
aud complete pilot work on four minority groups and (ii) undertake in 1967
and 1968 a national survey of an original sample of 5,000 households

(expesting/
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(eupaoting 34800+ tu caoporate)s Yoo much of tho paod 32 aoathe wo have
been oxploring tho posodtilitien of camrylas ont ab odditicnol lavge
oogelning ourwey, and gaining fuyther Snfemmation from Anoritics fysn
&ae ourveyy atd have sencubted The Advisory Gzoup, the Yvasteso ond
present diufotries. Offioial coliabaraticn 4o now 8o longer postibtie.

o are tharefore oppronching 40D in the hope that an adminfotrativoly
f£cacidle plen for the scpaening swvoy can b mudo and costed, aud
mamfmwmmmmmmmm&mﬁmmm
ou2ly Gotobors If the plan 45 approved oo goadd then forcolly couhiestion
tho LUPYGy.

ds wo fodd alc momning, oe attoch epceleld wmwmmam
af m ammnm of lecatiug o popresentative yrxoportisn of Jowe

houscholdms %0 ezo alge ccuoeicun of the ascd (o do gverything
m&mhmmah&@mmewﬁa. 49 Sor the intarviculng we are
negaferisbly evaro hew trieky oed dovolvod are soue of the sabjcots on
memmmm bouné €0 Smpose spedle) denando on
gear ﬂeld-wm opguniensions %o oould %o sutronely crateful i€, W0
senvonicndy you could Rot up bove cosy edmnents on cood of thezo patnty o
am. wi% o geentunl survey plom, o osi Eosont oup &&vﬁm group with
fail infasmaticn.

i o4ll to plecued % woob Hr. Yloken while ?’mfm@r boleSeith 30
abracd, €0 tky €0 chawer uny ¢aories and wake 4% poseibvlo fap you o amaw
ap o ylane Yo would waloane cuggestiono for cioso coliabozalion ot sl
ptazes of the vogh.

Youra olacoxoly,

Poter Towngend
Prefecasy of Jcoiolegy





